
Easter 4/9/23 Philippians 2:5-11

JESUS – To some, He was just a great philosopher and teacher.
To others, He is a tyrant that demands strict obedience to archaic
rules. To many He is simply a curse word used to express
frustration, anger, or surprise. Finally, to countless others, Jesus
is our Savior and our King deserving of worship and praise for
all He did for us. His very name evokes either feelings of
wonder and awe and gratefulness or hatred and anger and
bitterness. There are those who have never heard His name and
those who are called by His name. The name of Jesus can strike
fear in your heart or His perfect love can cast out fear. The Bible
says “thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21

I. WHY??? Jesus is the victim of Identity Theft! Anyone
here ever had their identity stolen? It is a devastating thing,
to have other people deciding who you are and defining
you. ___________ had his identity stolen. The guy called
him up two weeks later and said – “You can have it back.
I have a better life than you do!”
● Stole Jesus' name and made it into a curse word.
● People have killed in the name of Jesus & justified all
kinds of evil – Hatred, anger, bitterness, even sin in
the name of Jesus.

● Used His name to demand money, obedience, loyalty,
and power.



A. Worst thing anyone has ever done in His name? They
stole His name and called it Religion! Matthew
7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
1. His name is the only name that can save you!
Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.

2. It is the only name that can change your life! I
Corinthians 6:9-11 Know ye not that the
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of
God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
And such were some of you: but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God.

3. Call upon His name Romans 10:9-10,13



B. His name is special Philippians 2:9-10
1. Why should we worship Him? Because of Easter!
Philippians 2:5-8

2. Today we are here to glorify His name!
Colossians 3:17, 21 And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by
him… And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to
the Lord, and not unto men.

C. Called by His name Acts 11:26 And when he had
found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came
to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves
with the church, and taught much people. And the
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

II. Easter is a confusing holiday: “Easter is the first Sunday
after the full moon which happens upon, or next after the
21st day of March; and if the full moon happens upon a
Sunday, Easter Day is the Sunday after.”
A. It is not about celebrating the birth of Jesus like we do
at Christmas (His birth, as glorious as it was, is
nothing without His death) Matthew 1:21 And she
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

B. It’s not just about the messages of love, mercy, and
grace that He preached (even ones like the Sermon on
the Mount).



C. It is not about all of the good things that He did while
he was here on the earth. Luke 7:22 Then Jesus
answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John
what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind
see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is
preached.

D. So much more John 20:30-31 And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book: But these are written, that
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through his
name.

III. IT IS ABOUT THE GOSPEL! I Corinthians 15:1-4
Easter is all about the Resurrection of Christ! I
Corinthians 15:12-19

1. It is about His Mercy Mercy is not getting what
we deserve. Titus 3:5 Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.
a) We deserve Hell Romans 3:23, 6:23
(Romans 5:8)

b) Ask God for His Mercy Psalm 85:7 Shew
us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy
salvation.



2. It is about His Grace Getting what you don’t
deserve! Ephesians 2:8-9
a) God’s Riches at Christ Expense II
Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that
ye through his poverty might be rich.

b) Gift Hebrews 2:3 How shall we escape, if
we neglect so great salvation; which at the
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that heard
him.

Psalm 113:2-3 Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time
forth and for evermore. From the rising of the sun unto the going
down of the same the LORD's name is to be praised.


